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A study evaluated the Title 1 Reading Program that served 
5,298 underachieving pupils in grades 1 through 8 in the Columbus, Ohio, 
public schools. The program provided service to 76 public elementary schools, 
24 public middle schools, and 14 nonpublic schools. Program teachers provided 
small group instruction to strengthen reading skills in grades 1-8. A major 
part of the evaluation effort was accomplished through the administration of 
the Metropolitan Achievement Tests. The Metropolitan Achievement Tests, Sixth 
Edition (MAT6) were administered to grades 3-8 in the spring of 1996. The 
Metropolitan Achievement Tests, Seventh Edition (MAT7) were administered to 
grades 1-8 in the spring of 1996. Results indicated that: (1) of the 

treatment group of 3,783 pupils, 3,534 (93.4%) displayed over time each of 3 

strategic processing behaviors (constructing meaning, monitoring reading, and 
integrating sources of information; (2) 3,536 (94.3%) of 3,751 pupils in a 
treatment group read either 5 or more books at level 8 or above (grade 1) or 
10 or more books (grade 2) ; (3) for aggregate achievement scores in 

Comprehension in an evaluation sample of 2,839 pupils, the average change 
score across grades was 6.5 NCE (normal curve equivalent) points; and (4) 
4,877 different parents or guardians were involved in one or more parent 
involvement activities. The following recommendations were made to strengthen 
the 1996-97 Title I Reading Room: (1) continue the program; (2) ways to 

improve attendance need to be studies; (3) Federal and State Program 
Evaluation should monitor record keeping and data collection; and (5) 
administration and staff should work with program teachers on joint planning. 
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Desired Outcome 1 stated that at least 50 percent of the pupils (grades 1-8) in the treatment period (those who met the attendance criterion or were discontinued and 
were English-speaking) will display evidence of each strategic processing behavior at least once during the treatment period when reading appropriate instructional 
text to the satisfaction of the Title I teacher. This outcome was achieved. Of the 3783 pupils in the treatment group, 3534 pupils (93.4%) met the criterion. 
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The following recommendations are made to strengthen the 1996-97 Title I Reading Program: 
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Title I Reading Program 1995-96 

No. Pupils Served and Average Days Scheduled and Served by Grade 

FIGURE 2 
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The total number in the treatment group for Desired Outcome 1 consisted of 3,783 Pupils. 
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Desired Outcome 1 Results for 1995-96 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act-Title I 
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Title I Reading Program 1995-96 

Number and Percent by Grade for All Pupils in Treatment Group Meeting Desired Outcome 1 

FIGURE 4 
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Desired Outcome 2: Read a Given Number of Books 

Number and Percent of Nonpublic Program Pupils Who Met Performance Criterion by Grade 

FIGURE 12 
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Of the 303 pupils in the reading treatment group, 291 (96.0%) met the performance criterion. 
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Title I Reading Program 1995-96 

Unduplicated Count of Parent Involvement tor All Pupils Served by Project 

FIGURE 14 




Of the 5,298 pupils served, the unduplicated count of parents was 4,877 
with 10,554 contacts (a duplicated count across activities). 
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Title I Reading Program 1995-96 

Parent Involvement for All Pupils Served by Type of Activities 

FIGURE 16 
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